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SEWERAGE ORDINANCE 
 
ARTICLE I 
 
A. TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known, and may be cited as "The Sewerage Ordinance of 
Yarmouth, Maine.” 

 

ARTICLE II 
 
A. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the health and general welfare of the 
people of the Town of Yarmouth by regulating and restricting the construction and 
use of sewerage systems and the accumulation, transportation, treatment and 
disposal of sewage, including commercial and industrial wastewater, in such manner 
that the creation and operation of any sewerage system, whether public or private 
shall not result in pollution, health hazard or nuisance conditions. 

 

ARTICLE III 
 
A. SCOPE 

Hereafter, any person owning any building or structure within the Town of Yarmouth, 
Maine, which is the source of sewage and/or of industrial and commercial wastes, or 
who proposes to erect such building or structure, shall conform to the requirements 
of this Ordinance, of the State Plumbing Code and of regulations of the State 
Department of Environmental Protection. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 
A. PUBLIC SEWERAGE REQUIREMENTS-SERVICE CONNECTIONS 

 
1. Public Sewer Connection Permit in the form indicated in Appendix I shall be 

applied for and shall be issued by the Town Engineer before any person shall 
uncover, make any connection to, enter, work near, use, alter, or disturb any part 
of the Public Sewerage System. 
 

2. Construction of a sewer service from a public sewer or service stub if provided, to 
an existing building shall not begin until a Plumbing Permit, if required, and a 
Public Sewer Connection Permit has been issued.  Construction of a new 
building which will be connected to the public sewer shall not begin until both a 
Public Sewer Connection Permit and a Building Permit has been issued. 
 

3. Any person proposing to install plumbing for the collection and transportation of 
sewage in or from a building or structure standing on premises abutting a street 
in which there is a public sanitary sewer, or is located within 200 feet of public 
sanitary sewer, and access rights of way can be obtained, shall install a sewer to 
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transport the sewage to the public sewer, provided that the Town Engineer is 
satisfied that the expected load can be carried by the adjacent public sewer, and 
is compatible with the public pollution control facility.  If not, a private sewerage 
system shall be required. See ARTICLE VIII. 
 

4. A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for each building 
except where written permission has been obtained from Town Engineer to do 
otherwise.  The Town Engineer will not consider such exception until a detailed 
plan showing the proposed multi-building sewer is submitted.  Multiple building 
connections will be considered only when such buildings are under single 
ownership. 
 

5. Discharge from roof drains, exterior runoff, or sump pump discharges shall not be 
permitted to enter a building sewer or building drain which in turn is connected 
directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.  The Town Engineer reserves the 
right to require owners of existing buildings to divert such water from the sewer. 
 

6. Foundation drains or tile fields installed in new building or additions to existing 
structures shall not be connected to the public sanitary sewer.  Foundation drains 
of existing buildings may remain connected to the public sewer providing no roof 
drains, yard drains, or other surface water inlets are connected thereto. 
 

7. An existing building sewer may be used in connection with new construction 
providing it meets the requirements of this Ordinance and the State Plumbing 
Rules.  The burden of proof that an existing line meets the requirements of this 
Ordinance shall rest with the property owner, and shall be satisfactory to the 
Town Engineer. 
 

8. A building sewer which has been abandoned shall be capped to the satisfaction 
of the Town Engineer. 
 

9. Every person owning a building or structure that is connected to the public sewer, 
shall maintain his/her building sewer from house to the public sewer in such a 
condition that it will not cause pollution, nuisance conditions, or allow excessive 
ground water to enter the public sewer.  The Town Engineer may check the 
condition of the line, and ground water filtration in excess of 200 gallons per day 
shall be deemed excessive. 

 

ARTICLE V 
 
A. CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC SEWER CONNECTIONS 

Any new or replaced building sewer shall meet the following material requirements: 
 

1. Cast iron soil pipe shall be service weight where the cover over the pipe does not 
exceed 8 feet, and shall be extra heavy if cover over the pipe exceeds 8 feet.  
Pipe shall meet the requirements of ASTM Designation A74-69.  Joints may be 
caulked with oakum and pure lead not less than 1 inch deep, or may be of the 
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rubber gasket type meeting the requirements of ASTM Designation C564-68.  
Hubless cast iron may be used with stainless steel clamp assemblies meeting 
the requirements of the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute Standard 301-69.  Pipe 
fittings shall be coated with asphaltum or coal tar. 

 
2. Asbestos cement pipe shall be Class 3300 meeting the requirements of ASTM 

Designation C-644.  Joints shall be rubber gasket type meeting the requirements 
of ASTM Designation D1869-C1. 

 
3. Polyvinyl chloride pipe shall meet the requirements of ASTM Designation 

D-3034,SDR35.  Joints shall be solvent welded or shall use rubber compression 
ring gaskets meeting ASTM D-1860. 

 
4. The size and slope of the building sewer shall be determined by the connected 

fixture units as in the Maine State Internal Plumbing Chapter 238, but in no event 
shall the diameter be less than 4" nor the pitch less than 1/8 inch per foot. 

 
5. If a building drain is laid parallel to a bearing wall of a building it shall be no less 

than 5 feet from it and should be laid on either undisturbed soil or on well 
compacted fill. 

 
6. A building sewer shall be laid at a uniform grade and in straight alignment.  Any 

unavoidable changes in direction shall be made with appropriate fittings 
compatible with the type pipe being used.  Such changes in grade and alignment 
shall be subject to the approval of the Town Engineer upon submission of a 
dimensioned plan showing the location of such fittings. 

 
7. All excavations required for the installation of a building sewer shall be open 

trench work unless otherwise approved by the Town Engineer.  Pipe laying and 
backfilling shall be performed to the satisfaction of the Town Engineer and no 
backfill shall be placed until the pipe has been inspected.  All excavations shall 
be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public from 
hazard.  Width of trench shall be a maximum of 3 feet at the crown of pipe level.  
All pipe shall be bedded in granular material extending at least 4 inches below 
the pipe and 4 inches above the crown of pipe.  Such bedding shall contain no 
stones larger than 3/4 inch. 

 
8. The persons causing the construction shall give the Town Engineer a forty-eight 

hour written notice of the time that construction will start in a public way or public 
easement.  Sidewalks, parkways and public property disturbed in the course of 
the work shall be restored to its original condition to the satisfaction of the Town 
Engineer who will make a final inspection of the completed work.  Construction 
within the public way shall be completed within 5 days.  All backfill within a paved 
area in a public right of way shall be placed in eight (8) inch layers and 
thoroughly compacted by mechanical means to the satisfaction of the Tow 
Engineer. 
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9. Any excavation which may disturb the root system of any shade trees in the 
public way shall be approved by the Tree Warden prior to commencement of 
work.  If the Tree Warden determines that the work be supervised by a licensed 
arborist, the costs of such supervision shall be borne by the person making the 
excavation. 

 
10. Sewer construction and work incidental thereto in any public way or public 

easement shall be performed under the supervision of, and to the satisfaction of 
the Town Engineer.  The cost of supervision shall be borne by the person 
accomplishing the construction. 

 
11. Excavation shall not be made over or immediately adjacent to any public sewer 

unless the Town Engineer has given his/her approval an work is done under 
his/her supervision.  The person accomplishing the excavation shall be fully 
responsible for locating and protecting all utilities under or above any public way, 
including but not limited to water mains, storm drains, power lines, telephone 
lines, gas lines, telegraph lines or fire call cables. Any damage to such utilities 
shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the utility involved at no expense to the 
Town. 

 
12. If a Y- or T-branch in the public sewer is available at a suitable location, the 

connection of the building sewer shall be made to such branch.  Where no 
branch is available, a neat hole shall be cut into the public sewer and the building 
sewer connected thereto with a saddle compatible with the public sewer in 
accordance with accepted practice.  All such joints shall be inspected by the 
Town Engineer prior to backfilling.  No protrusion of the service line into the main 
sewer will be permitted. 

 
13. A person installing a sewer connection shall indemnify the Town for any loss or 

damage that may directly or indirectly be caused the Town or any private or 
public utility by the installation or repair of any building sewer which is owned by 
him/her. 

 
14. Except as specifically provided in ARTICLE VII, Section VII.D of this Ordinance, 

no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following 
substances into any public sewer: 

 
a. Liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 180 degrees F. 

 
b. Water or waste which contains more than 50 mg/l of fat, oil or grease. 

 
c. Gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil or other flammable or explosive liquid, 

solid or gas. 
 

d. Garbage that has not been properly shredded. 
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e. Ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, 
tar, plastics, wood or any other solid or viscous substances capable of 
causing obstruction to the flow in a sewer, or other interference with the 
normal operation of the sanitary sewer or the pollution control plant of the 
Town. 

 
f. Waters, or wastes having a Ph lower than 5.5 or higher than 9.0 or having 

any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to the 
sanitary sewer or the pollution control plant of the Town, or to the personnel 
of the Sewer Division. 

 
g. Noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a nuisance 

either singly or by interaction with other wastes, or any other substance 
which in the opinion of the Town Engineer will damage the sewerage 
system of the Town. 

 
h. Wastewaters with a biochemical oxygen demand or suspended solids in 

excess of 350 mg/l. 
 

i. Wastewaters containing any toxic substances which would interfere with the 
Town's biologic treatment system or to be hazardous to humans or animals, 
or in any way adversely affect the receiving waters within the Town. 

 
j. Wastewaters with a chloride content in excess of 300 mg/l. 
 

k. Septic tank pumpage except as specifically authorized by the Town 
Engineer as provided in this Ordinance. 

 

ARTICLE VI 
 
A. SUBDIVISION OR MULIT-UNIT DEVELOPMENT SEWERAGE 

 
1. Whenever a subdivision or a multi-unit development is established within 500 

feet of an accessible public sewer or is located so that a sewer system 
constructed in the subdivision may be reasonably connected to a public sewer as 
determined by the Planning Board, and the existing sewer system has adequate 
capacity to receive the flow, the developer shall construct a sewer system to 
serve the subdivision.  The sewer system in the development and the connection 
to the public sewer shall be designed by a professional engineer legally 
registered to practice in the State of Maine.  Preliminary design plans including 
tentative size, lines, grades, and manhole locations shall be filed with the Town 
prior to acceptance of the Final Development Plan by the Planning Board.  Final 
detailed design plans must be submitted and approved by the Town prior to 
issuance of building permits.  The following minimum standards shall be met. 

 
a. Sewer pipe shall be of one of the following materials: 
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(1) Polyvinyl chloride pipe meeting the requirements of ASTM 
Designation D3034-73-SDR35.  Joints shall be rubber compression 
ring gaskets meeting ASTM D-1869. 

 
(2) Asbestos cement meeting the requirements of ASTM Designation 

C-428.  Pipe class to be determined by standard engineering design 
practice.  Joints shall meet the requirements of ASTM Designation 
D-1869-61T. 

 
(3) Sewer pipe shall have a minimum diameter of eight inches.  Actual 

pipe sizes and grades shall be determined by the projected maximum 
flow, except that a minimum slope of 0.5% shall be required. 

 
b. Design shall be based on a Manning coefficient of 0.013. Should the Town 

require a pipe size larger than that required to serve the projected full 
population of the development, due to potential future development of areas 
in the vicinity of the planned system, the added cost of such pipe shall be 
borne by the Town. 

 
c. The sewer shall be straight in both horizontal and vertical alignment, unless 

specific approval of a curvilinear sewer is obtained in writing from the Town 
Engineer.  Any curvilinear sewer shall be laid on a true circle with a 
minimum radius 150 feet. 

 
d. Manholes shall be installed on all sewers at all breaks in grade, changes in 

alignment and at the point of tangency and point of curvature of any 
curvilinear sewers.  On straight runs or along a curvilinear sewers, 
manholes shall be provided at a maximum spacing of 400 foot intervals.  
Manholes shall be of precast concrete construction conforming to the 
requirements of ASTM Designation C-478. Barrel section shall be four (4) 
foot diameter.  Cones shall be truncated to a 2 foot diameter top opening.  
Cone depth shall be a minimum of 4 feet.  Manhole section joints shall be 
watertight utilizing rubber gasket of preformed mastic type joints approved 
by the Town Engineer.  Forged aluminum steps shall be cast into the 
sections. Manhole bases shall be cast in place concrete or precast 
concrete.  If precast concrete is used, a gasket connection assembly 
acceptable to the Town Engineer shall be used to assure watertightness.  
Brick or concrete masonry channels shall be provided in all manholes.  
Masonry shall extend to the crown of the pipe.  Brick for channel 
construction shall meet the requirements of AASHO Designation M 91-42, 
Grade SA, size No. 1, wire cut.  Drop manholes shall be provided whenever 
an elevation change of 15 inches or more is required.  Detailed plans of 
such manholes will be required.  Manhole frames and covers shall be of 
cast iron and shall be designed to carry an H-20 highway load.  The cover 
shall have the word "Sewer" cast thereon. 
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e. Building sewer stubs shall be installed from T or Y fittings installed at 
appropriate locations. Such stubs shall extend to the limit of the public right 
of way. 

 
f. All sewers and service stubs shall be laid on a granular bed extending a 

minimum of 4 inches below the barrel of the pipe.  Bedding material shall be 
free draining and contain no stones larger than 3/4 inch.  Bedding material 
shall also extend at least 4 inches above the pipe crown.  Above this level 
the trench shall be backfilled with excavated material, except that if the 
Town Engineer deems the material unsuitable for backfill, a granular 
material shall be used. Trench width at the crown of the pipe shall be limited 
to three (3) feet.  Backfill shall be placed in 8-inch layers and compacted by 
mechanical means to the satisfaction of the Town Engineer. 

 
g. The sewer, including such service stubs as are installed, shall be tested 

upon completion.  Testing leakage in gravity sewers shall be after 
installation of house service fittings and leads, and after completion of 
backfill of the gravity sewer trench.  Infiltration testing shall only be permitted 
and performed in areas approved by the Town Engineer.  The Town 
Engineer shall be present during all testing. 

 
h. Testing methods and procedures shall be approved by the Town Engineer. 

 
i. In any subdivision which cannot be connected to the public sewer as 

defined above, private disposal systems as set forth in ARTICLE VIII shall 
be installed. 

 

ARTICLE VII 
 
A. DISPOSAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL WASTES 

For the purpose of this Ordinance a waste water shall be classified as an industrial 
waste if it has any of the following characteristics: 

 
1. A unit BOD5 in excess of 350 MG/L. 

 
2. A unit suspended solids in excess of 350 MG/L. 

 
3. A total flow of more than 25,000 gallons per day entering the public system at 

one or more points from a single commercial or industrial enterprise. 
 

4. A total of BOD5 load, or suspended solids load of more than 50 pounds per day 
entering the public system at one or more points from a single commercial or 
industrial enterprise. 

 
5. Any waste water with a Ph below 5.5 or above 9.0. 
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6. Any waste water containing any toxic substances which would interfere with the 
Town's biologic treatment system, or be hazardous to humans or animals, or in 
any way affect the receiving waters of the Town. 

 
7. Any waste water which is excluded from entry to the public sewer by ARTICLE V, 

Section A.14. 
 
B. Any establishment or firm which will generate an industrial waste as defined above 

shall, prior to commencing construction of such facility, file with the Town Engineer a 
complete characterization of the expected waste water flow, including but not limited 
to the following: 

 
1. Average volume of waste water in gallons per day. 

 
2. Maximum daily waste water flow in gallons per day. 

 
3. Time schedule of discharge, including estimated hours of production, average 

hourly flow during production, and estimated peak flow. 
 

4. Unit BOD5 and suspended solids in MG/L of waste flow and estimated average 
and maximum pounds per day. 
 

5. BOD5 grab sample of waste flow. 
 

6. pH range of wastes. 
 

7. Designation of any heavy metals or other substances not typically found in 
domestic wastewater, including estimated quantity to be discharged. 

 
C. If the Town Engineer deems the proposed wastewater compatible with the Town's 

sewerage system, the wastewaters shall be connected to the public system. 
 
D. The Town Engineer may require that the industrial waste be pretreated to a degree 

sufficient to make it compatible with the Town's sewerage system.  Such 
pretreatment facilities shall be designed by a registered professional engineer 
licensed to practice in the State of Maine.  Plans for pretreatment facilities shall be 
submitted to the Town Engineer for review and approval.  Upon such pretreatment, 
the wastewater shall be connected to the public sewer. 

 
E. If the Town Engineer deems that the industrial wastewater cannot be pretreated so 

as to be compatible with the Town's sewerage system, the wastewater shall not be 
connected to the public sewer system. 

 
F. Subsurface disposal of an industrial waste shall not be permitted. 
 
G. The connection of an industrial waste service line to the public sewer shall be 

designed by a registered professional engineer and shall be sized to accept the flow 
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generated.  The requirements of ARTICLE V of this Ordinance shall be met unless 
written exception is granted by the Town Engineer. 

 
H. Each industrial waste connection to the public sewer system shall be equipped with 

an access manhole or chamber which is easily accessible for the purpose of 
allowing sampling and gauging of the waste flow.  The Town Engineer may require 
an automatic flow recording device at his/her option.  The Town Engineer shall have 
rights of access to this chamber at all times.  The cost of installation and 
maintenance of the access chamber and any measuring equipment shall be borne 
by the industry. 

 
I. Prior to acceptance of any industrial wastewater into the public system, the Town will 

require a service contract with the industry.  Such service contract will specifically 
indicate the conditions under which the industrial waste may enter system including 
limits on quantity and characteristics. 

 
J. If the Town deems that acceptance of the industrial wastewater will create an 

operational cost of the system in excess of that normally expected, it may establish a 
service fee reflecting such cost based on quantity of flow, BOD load or other 
parameters.  If such a fee is established, its method of measurement and 
computation shall be spelled out in the service contract.  The form of service 
contract shall be acceptable to the Town Attorney. 

 

ARTICLE VIII 
 
A. PRIVATE SEWERAGE SYSTEMS 
 

1. Sewerage from any building or structure not discharged into a public sewer shall 
be discharged into an approved private system. 
 

2. Private sewerage systems shall be under the jurisdiction of the Plumbing 
Inspector. 
 

3. Construction of any building to be served by a private sewerage system shall not 
be commenced until the following permits are obtained: 

 
a. Private Sewerage System Permit from the Plumbing Inspector. 

 
b. Plumbing Permit from the Plumbing Inspector. 

 
c. Building Permit from the Building Inspector. 

 
4. If the effluent from a private sewerage system is to be discharged to a surface 

water, a Private Sewerage System Permit will not be issued until the owner of 
such a proposed system has secured a valid discharge license from the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection and a copy has been filed in the Town 
Hall.  The Plumbing Inspector shall have access to the outfall of such system at 
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all times to sample, test or gage the effluent and reserves the right to forward 
such test data to the Department of Environmental Protection.  Should the results 
of such test indicate the effluent does not meet the conditions of the license, the 
owner shall take immediate corrective action. 

 
5. If the effluent from a private sewerage system is to be discharged underground 

by subsurface disposal means, the following criteria shall be met: 
 

a. The subsurface disposal facility shall meet the requirements of State of 
Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules Chapter 241 with the 
following exceptions: 

 
(1) The local Plumbing Inspector shall consider devices or systems 

which require a state variance or experimental systems or 
engineered systems only after written approval from the State is 
presented.  However, such approval by the State in no way obliges 
the local Plumbing Inspector to approve such device, and nothing in 
this Section shall be taken to limit the Plumbing Inspector's or Town 
Official's participation in the permitting and variance procedures of 
the Maine State Department of Human Services, Division of Health 
Engineering. 

 
(2) Use of cesspools or dry wells for treatment of wastewater shall not be 

permitted and industrial waste disposed by subsurface means shall 
not be permitted. 

 
(3) Where conflicts exist between the State Code and this Ordinance 

relative to the location and construction of building sewers, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall govern, when more restrictive than 
the Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules. 

 
(4) Aerobic tanks shall not be permitted. 

 
b. Any subsurface disposal system of over 2,000 gallons per day shall be 

designed by a registered professional engineer. 
 

c. A plan shall be prepared for each subsurface disposal system accurately 
locating the septic tank, subsurface disposal system, building location and 
other appurtenances in relation to lot lines and building location.  The 
location of facilities on the lot shall be subject to the approval of the 
Plumbing Inspector and shall not be changed after construction has begun.  
The location of soil tests shall be filed in the Town Office and with the 
Plumbing Inspector prior to issuance of a permit. 

 
d. Twenty-four hour notices shall be given to the Plumbing Inspector for 

inspection of subsurface disposal fields prior to backfilling.  The Plumbing 
Inspector shall have the right to require the owner to modify a disposal 
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system to bring it into compliance with the approved design.  If upon 
inspection he/she, the Plumbing inspector, finds the soil or site conditions 
differ from those indicated on the application, or if the system is not in 
compliance with this Ordinance, he/she shall notify the permittee to require 
modifications and or additions to the system as are appropriate. 

 
6. Any collection or interception sewers in any private sewerage system shall meet 

the requirements of ARTICLE VI of this Ordinance.  House connections to such 
sewers shall meet the requirements of ARTICLE V of this Ordinance. 
 

7. No lagoon treatment and spray disposal systems shall be permitted. 
 

8. If a private sewerage system consists of a complete workable system of 
collection sewers, interception sewers, treatment works, and outfall, and is 
installed in compliance with this Ordinance, the owner may petition the Council 
for the Town to accept said system into public ownership.  Prior to acceptance by 
the Town, the following conditions must be met: 

 
a. The system has operated satisfactorily for a minimum period of six (6) 

months prior to acceptance. 
 

b. The Town undertakes a series of three 24-hour composite samples taken of 
the influent and effluent and said samples are tested to indicate total flow 
and five day BOD and suspended solids removal efficiency.  Cost of testing 
shall be borne by the owner. 

 
c. Complete design data, record drawings, and operation manuals are 

submitted to the Town for approval.  Such documents shall become the 
property of the Town upon acceptance. 

 
d. The Town must be issued a license for discharge by the Department of 

Environmental Protection.  Any legal, engineering or other costs incurred by 
the Town in securing such license shall be borne by the owner. 

 
e. At least 50 percent of the proposed buildings or structures for which the 

private sewerage system was designed shall be occupied and connected to 
the system. 

 
f. System design shall be such that undue operation and/or maintenance 

costs will not be incurred, especially during the winter months.  This 
determination shall be made solely by the Town upon the advice of a 
registered professional engineer selected by the Town. 

 
g. In no case will the Town consider acceptance of any system whose design 

average daily flow is less than 5,000 gallons. 
 



12 

 

h. A guarantee bond in an amount of at least 50 percent of the system 
construction cost shall be obtained and posted in the Town Office.  Should 
the Town be required to repair, expand, improve or otherwise expend funds 
beyond normal maintenance to assure system operation and compliance 
with water quality standards, the sums so expended shall be taken from the 
posted bond.  The term of the bond shall be two years. 

 
i. Systems to be considered for acceptance into public ownership shall not be 

located within the LDR or RR zones. 
 

9. In the event that it is not possible to meet the requirements for subsurface 
disposal, and a license for surface water discharge from the Department of 
Environmental Protection is not granted, and no other alternative is available, the 
Plumbing Inspector shall not issue a private sewerage system permit, except for 
existing structures and under the following conditions: 

 
a. Gas fired, electric or composting toilet units shall be provided to receive 

toilet wastes, and a watertight receiving tank shall be provided with a 
minimum capacity of 2,000 gallons, plus an additional 400 gallons for each 
bedroom in excess of three.  The provisions of the Maine Subsurface 
Wastewater Disposal Rules shall apply to holding tank installation. 

 
b. The owner of such seasonal dwelling shall be responsible for removing the 

contents of the receiving tank periodically to assure that no overflow occurs.  
The wastewater pumped from such tanks may be placed into the public 
sewer system at such places and at such times as may be determined 
suitable by the Town Engineer.  Such disposal shall meet the requirements 
of Section VIII.A.9 of this ARTICLE. 

 
c. The Plumbing Inspector shall have the right of entry to inspect a holding 

tank during the daylight hours to assure no overflow occurs.  If such 
inspection indicates an overflow occurring, the Plumbing Inspector shall 
arrange to have the tank emptied immediately with the costs of such 
removal to be borne by the owner of the premises. Should the Plumbing 
Inspector find such overflows occurring more than twice in any summer 
season, he shall so notify the Health Officer who shall order the premises 
vacated for the remainder of the calendar year. 

 
10. Every person shall maintain his/her sewerage system so that it will not result in a 

nuisance or health hazard, and the responsibility for the correction of any 
malfunction of a private sewerage system shall be that of the person or persons 
owning the same, or, in the case of a private communal sewerage system, 
owners of all lots, parcels of land, or individual units in a multi-unit development 
served by the same.  Whenever it becomes necessary to pump out the contents 
of a private system, the owner or owners shall engage a commercial septic tank 
cleaner to accomplish such work.  The disposal of this material shall be the 
responsibility of the cleaner and shall not be deposited in the Disposal site.  The 
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septic tank cleaning contractor shall notify the Town Engineer of his/her intent to 
discharge at the designated, approved Town disposal site at least 24 hours prior 
to such discharge.  The Town Engineer will designate the location and time that 
such discharge will be permitted.  Prior to any septage discharge to the public 
sewer system the contractor shall present an application for such discharge 
signed by the owner or owners of the property from which the septage was 
pumped to the Town Engineer. 
 

11. No private communal sewerage system shall be constructed unless the applicant 
proposing to construct a communal sewerage system submits for Town approval 
a Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants (or other similarly titled document) 
(the “Declaration”), which Declaration shall be recorded in the Cumberland 
County Registry of Deeds prior to the sewerage system being put into service, 
and shall incorporate and require the following: 

 

a. The formation of a homeowner’s association (the “Association”) to enforce 
the terms of the Declaration; 
 

b. That the terms, conditions, obligations and restrictions set forth in the 
Declaration shall be binding upon owners of all lots or parcels of land served 
by the communal sewerage system, and that all deeds conveying the lots 
utilizing the communal sewerage system shall expressly indicate that the 
property is subject to the Declaration; 
 

c. That all owners of lots or parcels of land served by the communal sewerage 
system are members of the Association (the “Members”); 
 

d. That the Association shall be responsible for customary periodic 
maintenance, repair and, if necessary, replacement of the communal 
sewerage system, all as may be required to meet applicable governmental 
standards, including those established by the Maine Department of Health 
and Human Services and the Town of Yarmouth as the same may be 
amended from time to time (the “Maintenance Standards”) and that the 
Members are subject to all enforcement rights of the State and the Town as 
set forth in the Maintenance Standards; 
 

e. That the Association shall establish and maintain an adequate fund for the 
regular maintenance, repair, and, if necessary, replacement of the communal 
sewerage system (the “Maintenance Budget”) and shall assess each 
Member to fund the Maintenance Budget, which assessment shall be made 
by the Association on an annual, monthly, or other periodic basis as the 
Association shall from time to time determine;  
 

f. That all sums assessed by the Association to fund the Maintenance Budget 
shall constitute the personal liability of the Member so assessed and also, 
from the time such sums become due until fully paid, shall constitute a lien 
against the lot or parcel of land of such Member in favor of the Association, 
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provided, however, that the Declaration may provide that such lien may be 
subordinate to any first mortgage recorded before such assessment became 
due;  
 

g. That the Association shall take prompt action to remedy a Member’s failure 
to pay any assessment or other charge, including without limitation, special 
assessments of the other Members, foreclosing the lien, taking a deed in lieu 
of foreclosure, or bringing an action to recover unpaid assessments; and 
 

h. That upon written request of the Town, the Association shall promptly 
provide the Town with evidence of compliance with the Maintenance 
Standards. 
 
Nothing set forth above shall be construed to prohibit the Declaration from 
addressing additional matters pertaining to the subject property, including 
without limitation, requiring and authorizing the Association to have 
responsibilities beyond stewardship of a private communal sewerage 
system.  If there is an existing declaration in place because of existing 
common facilities serving the property owners to be served by the communal 
sewerage system, the requirements of this section may be satisfied by an 
amendment to the existing declaration.  

 

12. A person shall indemnify the Town for any loss or damage to the Town that may 
directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation or repair of any private 
sewerage system owned by him/her. 

 
13. The issuance of any permit or approval in connection with the construction of a 

private sewerage system shall not be construed to mean that the proposed 
sewerage system will, necessarily, function properly.  The person causing the 
installation of the sewerage system shall make his/her own personal investigation 
to the suitability of his/her proposed system, and shall assume all responsibility 
for its proper operation. 

 
14. The Plumbing Inspector shall have the right during any daylight hour, to enter 

upon the premises where a private sewerage system is located for the purpose 
of investigating the functioning of the same.  If the Plumbing Inspector deems 
that an immediate health hazard of such a nature as to pose a threat to the 
health of the Town, or its inhabitants, and the owner or owners of the same, or, in 
the case of a private communal sewerage system, owners of all lots or parcels of 
land served by the same, cannot be located, or are unable or unwilling to correct 
such hazard, he/she may adequately remedy such hazard in accordance with the 
provision set forth in Title 30-A, MRSA Chapter 161, Section 3428 as amended 
from time to time. 

 
15. The Plumbing Inspector shall retain a record of each system inspected, including 

the name and address of the subsurface waste disposal system owner, a 
description of the location and the type of system (if available) and whether or not 
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the system or any of its components is operating improperly.  For any system 
found to be operating improperly, the report shall also include a copy of the site 
investigation report.  The inspection shall consist of visual reconnaissance 
followed by a more detailed investigation as the Plumbing Inspector deems 
necessary. 
 

16. For any subsurface disposal system which is serving an existing dwelling or 
structure and which must be upgraded, altered, or replaced, a site evaluation in 
accordance with the Maine State Plumbing Rules and this Ordinance shall be 
conducted to determine the appropriate type, size or location of the system. The 
Plumbing Inspector shall maintain a list of site evaluators permitted to conduct 
site evaluations in Yarmouth.  Site evaluators shall be included in this list upon 
the presentation, to the Plumbing Inspector, of a state license to conduct site 
evaluations, and evidence that the site evaluator has read this Ordinance.  Site 
evaluators shall be removed from this list for violation of the Maine State 
Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules and/or this Ordinance.  The results of 
any site evaluation performed by a site evaluator in accordance with Chapter 4 of 
the Maine State Plumbing Code shall be signed and numbered by the site 
evaluator and a copy of all evaluations performed shall be provided to the 
Plumbing Inspector.  In the event that a properly conducted site evaluation fails 
to locate an area for the installation of a subsurface disposal system no plumbing 
permit shall be issued, and no subsurface disposal system installed on that 
property, until the owner submits another satisfactory site evaluation which does 
locate an acceptable area, or until the owner presents the Plumbing Inspector 
with a valid wastewater discharge license. 
 

17. All sites proposed for subsurface disposal system shall be tested for soil 
suitability in accordance with the Maine State Subsurface Wastewater Disposal 
Rules and this Ordinance.  The Plumbing Inspector shall be notified of the 
location, date and time of all site evaluations to be performed.  At his/her 
discretion, he/she may require site evaluations to be performed in his/her 
presence.  At least one test pit within the proposed absorption field and four test 
borings or test pits spaces at the proposed absorption field corners shall be 
made to assure that the minimum depth to bedrock, impervious strata, or ground 
water exists throughout the proposed absorption field.  The location of all test pits 
and borings shall be determined by the site evaluator with a transit or engineer's 
level, and these reference points shall be shown on the HHE-200 form. 
 

18. Subsurface wastewater disposal systems shall be designed in accordance with 
the most recent revision of the “Maine Subsurface Wastewater Rules”, 144A 
CMR 241, except where the Ordinance imposes a more restrictive requirement.  
 

19. The local Plumbing Inspector shall maintain records of site investigation. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE IX 
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A. NON-CONFORMING USES 

Any sewerage system existing at the time of enactment of this Ordinance shall be 
exempt from the requirements of this Ordinance except as follows: 
 
1. When any sewerage system is replaced or enlarged the new work shall conform 

to the requirements of this Ordinance. 
 

2. Whenever a private sewerage system shall become malfunctioning as 
determined by the Plumbing Inspector, the owner of such system shall correct 
the malfunction to meet the requirements of this Ordinance.  If such corrective 
action is not taken, the Plumbing Inspector may direct the Town to take 
corrective action. 

 
3. Whenever a building sewer that is connected to a public sewer malfunctions, the 

owner of such building sewer shall correct the malfunction to the satisfaction of 
the Town Engineer. 

 
4. Whenever running water from any source is installed in a building or structure, 

where, prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, a vault or pit privy was in use, 
the plumbing shall be connected to the public sewer or to a private sewerage 
system as required and the vault or pit privy shall be removed and/or filled. 

 
5. Whenever running water either from the public water system or from a private 

water supply is in use in a building at the time of enactment of this Ordinance, 
and a vault privy is also in conjunction with said building, the person owning said 
building shall, within six months of said enactment, either connect said building to 
the public sewer or install a private sewerage system as provided for in this 
Ordinance, and shall remove such vault privy and/or pump it out and fill it with 
sand to the satisfaction of the Plumbing Inspector. 

 
6. In situations where it is impossible to install a private sewerage system and a 

vault privy must be used, such privies on or before January 1, 1978 shall be 
brought into conformance with the recommendations of the Division of Health 
Engineering, Department of Human Services, State of Maine. 

 
7. Whenever additional fixture units or bedrooms are added to an existing building 

and should the Plumbing Inspector determine such addition will exceed the 
capacity of the existing disposal system, the Plumbing Inspector shall require 
additional disposal facilities.  Facilities thus added shall meet the requirements of 
this Ordinance or the applicable State laws and rules, whichever is the more 
stringent. 

 

ARTICLE X 
 
A. ADMINISTRATION 
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a. The office of Town Engineer is hereby created. The Town Engineer shall be the 
Public Works Administrator as defined in ARTICLE XV of the Administrative 
Code. 

 
1. The Town Engineer shall be appointed by the Town Manager in accordance 

with the Town Charter. 
 

2. Jurisdiction:  The Town Engineer/Public Works Administrator shall have the 
following powers and duties: 

 
(a.) to supervise the Sewer Division Superintendent. 

 
(b.) to provide engineering services and technical advice to the Sewer 

Division & the Plumbing Inspector. 
 

(c.) to oversee the construction of the public sewers, storm sewers, and 
treatment plant enlargement and modifications as may be authorized 
by the Town Council. 

 
(d.) to record on plans the location and elevation of all new service 

connections to the public sewer. 
 

(e.) to insure implementation or compliance with all Federal, State and 
Town laws and regulations relative to all sewerage work in the Town 
and to enforce this Ordinance insofar as it applies to Public Sewer 
Systems of Yarmouth. 

 
(f.) to maintain and safely keep records, instruments, plans, profiles, 

records of surveys and all other property and papers relating to 
engineering work of every description belonging to the Town. 

 
(g.) to issue permits for connections to the public sewerage system. 

 
(h.) to periodically report to the Town Manager and the Council on the 

activities of the Sewer Division and to recommend to the Town 
Manager and the Council changes in sewerage facilities, Sewer 
Division Personnel, or Town ordinances or administrative codes 
necessary to assure the proper operation of the Public Sewerage 
System and the provision of necessary to assure the proper operation 
of the Public Sewerage System and the provision of necessary sewage 
collection and treatment services to the citizens of the Town of 
Yarmouth. 

 
b. The office of Sewerage Division Superintendent is hereby created in accordance 

with ARTICLE XIV of the Administrative Code. 
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(1) The Superintendent shall be appointed by the Town Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Town Charter. 

 
(2) Jurisdiction:  The Superintendent shall have the following powers and 

duties: 
 

(a.) to supervise the construction, cleaning, inspection, and repair of 
public sanitary sewers, and maintenance, operation and repair of 
public pump stations and treatment facilities. 

 
(b.) to determine the needs and requisition tools, materials, and 

equipment for repair and maintenance work. 
 

(c.) to organize, direct, and evaluate the performance of subordinates 
initiating improvement programs as deemed appropriate. 

 
(d.) to supervise and participate in the inspection of private sewer 

connections to Town sewer lines and secure compliance with this 
Ordinance. 

 
(e.) to prepare periodic reports pertaining to plant operation for the 

Town Engineer, Town Manager and regulatory agencies. 
 

(f.) to assist the Town Engineer in the preparation of the division 
budget and the administration of the same. 

 
(g.) to assist the Public Works Administrator in the preparation of 

records of location and connection to the public sewer system. 
 

(h.) to confer with citizens and specialized groups regarding sewer 
maintenance and inspection. 

 
(i.) to issue permits for connections to the public sewerage system in 

the absence of the Town Engineer. 
 

(j.) to make such recommendations to the Town Engineer as he/she 
deems necessary for the proper maintenance and extension of 
facilities. 

 
(3) The Sewerage Division of the Department of Public Works is hereby 

established.  The function of the Sewerage Division shall be to administer 
the public sewerage system of the Town and to be responsible for any and 
all work in connection with the public sewerage system. 

 
c. The Town Plumbing Inspector shall have the following powers and duties: 
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(1) to enforce this Ordinance insofar as it applies to private sewerage 
systems. 

 
(2) to issue permits for the installation of private sewerage systems 

 
(3) to approve all plans, tests and document submitted in application for 

permits, and shall maintain properly indexed files for such data. 
 

(4) to be responsible for the inspection of any private sewerage system at any 
time in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance and of State 
Statues. 

 
(5) Other duties as provided by State law. 

 
d. The Town Plumbing Inspector may designate an authorized agent who is a 

Licensed Plumbing Inspector to be sworn in as an alternate plumbing inspector 
to perform the above duties.  The Plumbing Inspector may also designate the 
Town Engineer or other Town employees to perform such portions of the above 
duties as do not require a Licensed Plumbing Inspector for their performance. 

 
B. PERMITS 
 

1. Applications:  The applicant for any permit from the Town Engineer or from the 
Plumbing Inspector, shall include in his application whatever descriptive data, 
plans, etc. as may be required by this Ordinance and as necessary to enable the 
officer to make a fair determination of the feasibility of the proposed construction.  
See Appendix I. 

 
2. PUBLIC SEWERS - Permits issued by the Town Engineer. 

 
a. Public Sewer Connection Permit. 

 
b. Permit to discharge private wastes to public system. 

 
3. Private Individual Disposal System - Permits issued by the Plumbing Inspector or 

his/her agent. 
 

a. Plumbing permits shall issued by the Plumbing Inspector or the Alternate 
Plumbing Inspector.  Permits shall be valid for six months from the date of 
issue if construction has no commenced.  An extension period may not be 
granted. 

 
b. Permits for actions also covered by a state permit of shorter duration than 

that provided below shall expire simultaneously with the applicable state 
permit of shorter duration.  All other permits shall be valid for a period of 
12 months from the date of issue.  If construction has not been 
commenced during that time, the permit shall be subject to review by the 
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issuing officer, with out charge, at the end of twelve months, and if site 
conditions or statutes have not changed, a six month extension may be 
granted.  If construction has not commenced in a total of 28 months, the 
permit shall lapse. 

 
C. PENALTIES 
 

1. Any person found violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be served by the 
Town Engineer or by the Plumbing Inspector with a written notice stating the 
nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory 
correction thereof.  The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such 
notice, permanently cease such violation. 

 
2. Any person who shall continue such violation beyond the time limit shall be 

deemed to have committed a civil violation and, after adjudication thereof, shall 
be fined an amount not less than $100 nor more than $500 for each such 
violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a 
separate offense. 

 
3. The proper authorities of the Town, in addition to other remedies, may institute 

any appropriate action or proceedings including injunctive relief to prevent any 
unlawful use, construction or maintenance of cesspools, septic tanks, sewerage 
disposal systems, pipes or drains, to restrain, correct or abate such violation or to 
permit the occupancy of any building, structure or land on which said violations 
are found. 

 
D. FEES 
 

1. All fees or cost reimbursements which are required for any actions taken by 
either the Town Engineer or the Plumbing Inspector in connection with any 
requirements in this Ordinance shall be paid to the Town Treasurer to the credit 
of the Town. 

 
2. All fees which are required by the State Department of Environmental Protection 

in connection with any requirements in this Ordinance shall be paid to the State 
Treasurer. 

 
3. Fees for plumbing permits issued under the Maine Subsurface Wastewater 

Disposal Rules shall be set by the Department of Human Service. 
 

4. The Town Council shall from time to time establish fees for issuance of the 
permits required by this Ordinance. The current schedule of fees shall be on file 
in the Town Office. 

 

ARTICLE XI 
BOARD OF SEWERAGE APPEALS 
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A. CREATION AND APPOINTMENT.   
The establishment of a Board of Sewerage Appeals, hereinafter referred to as 
the Board, is hereby authorized.  The members of the Board shall be appointed 
by the Town Council.  They shall be residents of the Town and shall serve 
without compensation.  In accordance with the laws of the State of Maine, the 
following provisions shall apply: 

 
1. The Board shall consist of three members. 

 
2. The term of office of members shall be three years. 

 
3. No Municipal Officer shall be a member of the Board. 

 
4. When there is a permanent vacancy, the Town Council shall appoint a person 

to serve for the unexpired term. 
 

5. The Board shall elect a chairman and a secretary from its own membership. 
 

B. JURISDICTION   
The Board shall have the following powers and duties to be exercised only upon 
written appeal by a party aggrieved by a decision of the Town Engineer or the 
Plumbing Inspector in so far as such decision arises from requirements of this 
Ordinance: 

 
1. to determine whether the decisions of the said officers are in conformity with 

the provisions of this Ordinance, and to interpret the meaning of this 
Ordinance in cases of uncertainty. 
 

2. to grant variances from the terms of this Ordinance where necessary to avoid 
undue hardship, provided there is not substantial departure from the intent of 
this Ordinance and provided that no variance is granted which violates the 
requirements of the Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules.  Nothing 
in this Section shall require the Board to grant a variance under the provisions 
of this Ordinance when the Department of Human Services has granted a 
variance under State rules. 
 

3. to permit an exception to this Ordinance only when the terms of the exception 
have been specifically set forth by the Town. 
 

4. to act in any case coming under the provisions of ARTICLE IV of this 
Ordinance. 
 

5. to act in any case coming under the provisions of ARTICLE VII of this 
Ordinance. 
 

6. to pass upon the issuing of certain permits, subject to such restrictions as the 
Board may impose in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
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C. HEARINGS   

For all appeals from decisions of the Town Engineer or the Plumbing Inspector 
and other appeals under Section XI.B of this ARTICLE, the Board shall hold a 
public hearing as prescribed herein. The Town Clerk shall cause to be published 
and posted seven (7) days prior to the hearing a notice which shall indicate the 
property involved, the nature of the appeal, and the time and place of public 
hearing; owners of properties within three hundred feet of the property for which 
the appeal is made shall be individually notified.  Failure of any such owner to 
receive this notice shall not invalidate the proceedings herein described. 

 
1. Unless prevented by illness or absence from the State, 

 
a. the Town Engineer shall attend all hearings pertaining to the public 

sewerage system. 
 

b. the Plumbing Inspector shall attend all hearings pertaining to the private 
sewerage systems. 

 
2. The officer concerned shall present to the Board all plans, photographs or 

other factual material which is appropriate to an understanding of the appeal. 
 

3. The Board shall not continue hearings on an appeal to a future date except 
for good cause.  Written notice of the decision of the Board shall be sent to 
the appellant and to the officer concerned, forthwith.  Failure of the Board to 
issue such notice within 30 days of the date of the hearing shall constitute a 
denial of said appeal. 
 

4. The Board shall schedule meetings once a month.  The Board shall not be 
required to hold a meeting if no appeals are pending at the scheduled date. 

 
D. APPEAL PROCEDURE 

 
1. Any person and any Municipal Department aggrieved by the decision of the 

Town Engineer or the Plumbing Inspector, which decision arises from 
provisions of this Ordinance, may appeal such decision to the Board. 
 

2. Within 30 days of the date of the decisions of the Town Engineer or Plumbing 
Inspector, the appeal shall be entered at the office of the Town Clerk upon 
forms to be approved by the Board.  See Exhibit V.  The appellant shall set 
forth in said form the grounds of his/her appeal and shall refer to the specific 
provisions of the Ordinance involved. Following the receipt of any appeal, the 
Town Clerk shall notify forthwith the officer concerned and the Chairman of 
the Board. The appeal shall be in order for hearing at the next meeting of the 
Board, following by at least seven (7) days the publication and posting of the 
notice of appeal and of the mailing of notices as prescribed above.  The 
appellant shall pay to the Town Treasurer, to the credit of the Town, a fee in 
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the amount prescribed by the Town Council in the Fee Schedule on file in the 
Town Office. 
 

3. An aggrieved party may appeal from the decision of the Board to the Superior 
Court as provided by the laws of the State of Maine. 

 
E. SUCCESSIVE APPEALS 

After a decision has been made by the Board, a new appeal of similar import 
shall not be entertained by the Board until one year shall have elapsed from the 
date of said decision, except that the Board may entertain a new appeal if the 
Chairman believes that, owing to a mistake of law or misunderstanding of fact, an 
injustice was done, or if he/she believes that a change has taken place in some 
essential aspect of appeal. 

 

ARTICLE XII 
 
A. SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to negate present requirements of 
other ordinances or private restrictions in the Town, where such requirements 
and/or restrictions are more restrictive than those of the present Ordinance.  
However, where ever the requirements of this Ordinance are in conflict with and 
more restrictive than other such ordinances of the Town, such other ordinance 
shall be amended to remove the conflict and such requirements of this Ordinance 
shall predominate. 
 

2. Separability.  The invalidity of any Section or provision of this Ordinance shall not 
be held to invalidate any other Section or provisions of this Ordinance, provided 
such other Sections are still effective in the absence of such invalid Section or 
provision. 
 

3. Date of Effectiveness.  This Ordinance shall become effective in accordance with 
the provisions of the Town Charter. 

 

ARTICLE XIII 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 

Wherever in this Ordinance the following words and phrases appear they shall be 
understood to have the meanings set forth in this ARTICLE. 

 
ACCEPTED PRACTICE:  A procedure used to install plumbing, etc. that is 
customarily considered proper under the Maine Plumbing Rules including the 
Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules. 
 
A.S.T.M.:  American Society of Testing Materials. 
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BUILDING DRAINS:  That part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system 
which receives the discharges from soil pipes and other drainage pipes inside the 
wall of a building and conveys it to a point 8 feet outside the walls of the building. 
 
BUILDING SEWER:  That part of the piping of a sewerage system that connects the 
Building Drain to the public sewer or to a private sewerage system. 
 
COMBINED SEWER:  A sewer receiving both sewage and surface runoff. 
 
CONSTRUCTION:  Construction of any structure shall be considered to include any 
excavation or site preparation other than clearing of vegetation. 
 
COUNCIL:  The Council of the Town of Yarmouth. 
 
EFFLUENT:  All substances issuing from a sewerage system or from a broken 
sewer pipe. 
 
GARBAGE (see "PROPERLY SHREDDED GARBAGE"): Solid wastes from 
the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food, and from handling, storage and 
sale of produce. 
 
INDUSTRIAL WASTES:  Any waste materials resulting from the operation of an 
industrial plant or similar works, or wastes which exceed the strength characteristics 
contained in the Ordinance. 
 
Mg/L:  Milligrams per liter or parts per million. 
 
MAY:  Is to be understood as "PERMISSIVE." 
 
NATURAL OUTLET:  Any passage into a water course, pond, ditch, lake, or other 
body or surface or ground water, or into tidal waters. 
 
NUISANCE:  Any condition created by a malfunction of any sewerage system which 
may endanger the health of any person, or which will allow inadequately treated 
effluent to stand on the surface, either continuously, or intermittently so as to cause 
odors or unsightly conditions. 
 
ORDINANCE:  This Sewerage Ordinance of Yarmouth. 
 
PERSON:  An individual, firm, company, association, society, group or corporation. 
 
"Ph":  The degree of acidity or alkalinity of any substance.  A Ph of 7 indicates 
neutrality. 
 
PLUMBING INSPECTOR:  The Plumbing Inspector of the Town of Yarmouth or an 
Alternate Licensed Plumbing Inspector, duly sworn, or for duties not restricted to the 
Plumbing Inspector under Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules, another 
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employee of the Town of Yarmouth designated by the Plumbing Inspector in 
accordance with the Town's Administrative Code. 
 
PLUMBING PERMIT:  As defined in the Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal 
Rules. 
 
PRIVATE:  That which is owned or controlled by a person, business, or corporation 
rather than by the Town. 
 
PRIVATE COMMUNAL SEWERAGE SYSTEM:  A privately owned sewerage 
system that serves more than one but fewer than six residential units and no more 
than fifteen bedrooms. 
 
PROPERLY SHREDDED GARBAGE:  Wastes from garbage that has been 
shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely under flow 
conditions prevailing normally in public sewers, with no particle greater than one half 
inch in any dimension, such as is attained by an acceptable and well working 
disposal attachment to a kitchen sink. 
 
PUBLIC SEWER:  A system of pipes which lead to the Town water pollution control 
plant, for carrying sewage, and which is under the control of the Sewage Division of 
the Department of Public Works of Yarmouth. 
 
SANITARY SEWAGE:  That part of the sewage carried in sanitary sewer which is 
generated primarily by human habitation. 
 
SANITARY SEWER:  Sewer which carries all sewage excepting storm, surface 
and/or ground waters. 
 
SEASONAL DWELLING:  A dwelling unit not intended for year round occupancy, 
such as summer cottage, with the period of occupancy not to exceed 6 months in 
any calendar year. 
 
SEWAGE:  A combination of the water-carried wastes containing animal and/or 
vegetable matter and properly shredded garbage in suspension or in solution 
originating from the sanitary conveniences, kitchen facilities or wash facilities in any 
building or structure intended for habitation. 
 
SEWER:  A pipe or conduit for collecting and transporting sewage, or industrial 
wastes. 
 
SEWERAGE SYSTEM:  All facilities, including water pollution control plants, pipes, 
pumps, etc, for carrying, treating and disposing of sewage industrial wastes. 
 
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT OR POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT:  Any 
facilities that reduce or alter the pollution load generated in the sewer system. 
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SHALL:  Is to be understood as "Mandatory" 
 
STORM DRAIN AND STORM SEWER:  Pipes carrying storm and other surface and 
drainage waters, but excluding sewage or industrial wastes. 
 
SUBSURFACE WASTEWATER SYSTEM RULES:  The Subsurface Wastewater 
Disposal of the State of Maine published by the Maine State Department of Human 
Services, as amended. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT:  The Sewerage Division Superintendent or his authorized 
representative. 
 
TOWN:  The Town of Yarmouth Maine. 
 
TOWN ENGINEER:  The Public Works Administrator or his/her authorized 
representative. 
 
WATER COURSE:  A channel in which a flow of natural water such as rain or other 
run-off, occurs, either continuously or intermittently. 
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APPENDIX I 

TOWN OF YARMOUTH 
200 Main Street YARMOUTH, MAINE 04096 
 
 

W. DANIEL JELLIS, P.E. 
Town Engineer 

djellis ©yarmouth.me.us 
Tel: 846-4971    FAX: 8462438  

SEWER CONNECTION PERMIT 
 

T y p e  o f  C o n n e c t i o n :  

 
(  )  Residential $2,250.00 
( ) Commercial $10.00 per gallon of flow Tax Map Lot # 

 
C o n t r a c t o r  R e q u i r e m e n t s  

 
The contractor whom the homeowner eventually hires must: 

 
1. Present the Town with a Certificate of Insurance in order to work in any 

Town Right of Way ($300,000 minimum coverage). 
2. Present the Town with the Dig-Safe Number for the project. 
3. Obtain a Road Opening Permit from the Town Engineer. 
4. Meet with the Town Engineer or Wastewater Superintendent to review 

material and installation requirements. 
 

I have read and understand the above compliance requirements and will pass 
this information onto my contractor. All requirements must be met prior to issuing 
permit. 
 

or 
Contractor's Signature Homeowner's Signature 

Address Address 

Telephone Telephone 

If signed by a contractor, a homeowner's signature is not necessary; 
however, a copy will be mailed to the homeowner. 

Page 1 of 2 
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YARMOUTH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
WASTEWATER DIVISION . 

Sewer Connection Permits/Installation Requirements 

All pipe to be schedule 40 PVC, SDR - 35,, PVC or Ductile Iron no smaller 
than 4" in diameter. 

 
Pipe shall be bedded in 3/" crushed stone to the property line and 3/4" crushed 
stone or sand from the property line to the house. Stone shall be to the top of 
pipe. A layer of filter fabric shall be installed between the stone and sand. Min. 
12" of sand on top of fabric, then existing material. 

 
The pipe shall be laid at a slope of no less than 1/8" per foot pitch. All gravity 
sewer runs extending more than 90 feet in length, must have clean-outs installed 
every 90 feet. 

 
 4) All sewer lines with less than 3'/2' of cover shall be insulated by 2" of Blue board 

Insulation. Two 1" sheets are not allowed. 
 

No pipe shall be back filled prior to inspection by the Yarmouth Wastewater 
Department or the Town Engineer. Any pipe back filled prior to inspection 
shall be in Non-Compliance with the Town Ordinances and shall be 
uncovered for inspection. No occupancy permit shall be issued without a 
sewer inspection. 

 
Inspections will cover the entire sewer line, from.the connection to the main or 
manhole, back to the house. 

 
 7) The Wastewater Division shall be given 24 hours notice on all inspections. 

Office hours 6:30 AM to 3:00 PM Monday - Friday 
Telephone 846-2415 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact Mike Crosby, Water Pollution Control 
Supervisor at 846-2415 or Dan Jellis, Town Engineer at 846-4971'. 
 
I have read and understand the above policy and will comply with each item. 

Signature of Contractor Representative   Company Name 

Address 

Phone 


